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PEACE  THROUGH  CHRIST  JESUS 

By  Lynne  Cartland 


These  devotions  by  Lynne  Cartland  (9955  Bogue 
Street,  Temple  City,  California)  were  given  at  a meet- 
ing of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  at 
First  Friends  Church,  Pasadena,  November  14,  1951. 

Peace  is  a very  unpopular  word  these  days; 
it  has  become  almost  a subversive  thing.  Even 
Quakers  are  afraid  to  talk  about  peace  for  fear 
of  being  mistaken  for  Communists. 

This  summer  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  a young 
landlord,  owner  of  one  of  the  city’s  worst  slum 
courts,  called  the  F.  B.  I.  to  see  if  we  were 
all  Communists.  Why  else  would  young  people 
come  from  all  over  the  country  to  work  on  his 
houses,  inhabited  by  Negroes,  and  ask  no  pay? 
The  F.  B.  I.  told  him  “no”,  that  Quakers  were 
not  on  the  subversive  list  but  they  were  hard 
to  classify— they  had  such  queer  ideas! 

Belief  in  the  power  of  love  as  a force  to  over- 
come evil;  belief  in  peace  as  a way  of  life  for 
the  individual  and  for  the  world;  belief  in  the 
teachings  of  Christ  as  the  way  to  personal  peace 
—and  the  way  to  world  peace— these  are  “queer 
ideas”  in  the  climate  of  today’s  mind. 

But  let  us  not  be  misled.  Peace  is  not  a 
Communist  invention.  Peace  is  the  gift  of  God 
that  comes  to  us  individually  when  we  are  at 
last  willing  to  put  God  first.  It  will  come  to  us 
as  a nation  not  because  we  have  destroyed  all 
the  Nazis  or  all  the  Communists,  but  because 
as  a nation  we  have  put  God  at  the  center  of 
our  national  life. 

We  won’t  save  the  world  from  Communism 
for  very  long  with  hydrogen  bombs,  military 
pacts,  Hollywood  movies,  or  American  gadgets. 
The  real  issue  is  not  Communism  or  democracy 
—it  is  Christ  or  disaster.  Too  often  the  demo- 
cracy we  have  tried  to  give  other  peoples  has 
been  devoid  of  Christ.  If  we  really  are  a Chris- 
tian nation  let  us  offer  Christ  to  the  rest  of  the 
world. 

Let  us  reach  out  to  the  two-thirds  of  the 
world  that  is  hungry  and  feed  them,  instead  of 
spending  millions  to  store  our  surpluses  in  the 
ground.  Let  us  reach  out  with  creative  good 
will  to  the  black  and  the  red  and  the  yellow- 
skinned peoples  of  the  earth  and  call  them  not 
“gooks”  or  “yellow  dogs”  or  Niggers”,  but  broth- 
ers. Let  us  stop  looking  for  more  and  more 
efficient  ways  of  destroying  mankind  and  use 
our  resources  to  help  the  exploited  peoples  of 


the  world  achieve  social  and  economic  justice. 

The  trouble  with  the  world  is  not  just  the 
“godless  Russians”.  It’s  the  godless  Americans, 
too,  who,  professing  Christ,  behave  as  if  they 
had  never  heard  of  him. 

Christianity  is  a radical  doctrine.  Large  seg- 
ments of  the  world  think  is  has  failed.  No,  it 
has  not  failed;  we  have.  We  cut  out  the  parts 
that  step  on  our  toes  and  dilute  the  rest  till 
there  is  no  strength  left. 

Take  for  example,  the  matter  of  war.  For  the 
first  hundred  and  fifty  years  after  Christ,  the 
soldier’s  life  was  recognized  to  be  incompatible 
with  the  way  of  Christ.  No  Christian  became  a 
soldier;  soldiers  who  became  Christians  left  the 
army.  Christianity  was  stronger  then  than  it  has 
ever  been  since.  But  when  the  church  was  of- 
ficially recognized  by  the  state  it  had  too  much 
to  lose  to  risk  offending  the  government.  By  801 
A.D.,  while  it  was  still  sinful  for  a Christian 
priest  to  kill,  it  was  perfectly  lawful  for  one 
Christian  layman  to  slay  another  Christian  lay- 
man. And  by  1942,  even  a large  percentage  of 
Quakers  were  willing  to  take  up  arms. 

Why  don  t we  stop  kidding  ourselves?  There 
is  no  revised  edition  of  “Thou  shalt  not  kill” 
which  made  it  all  right  to  kill  Germans  in  1918, 
Japanese  in  1941,  and  North  Koreans  in  1951. 
And  there  will  be  no  new  commandment  which 
will  make  it  Christlike  to  kill  Russians  in  1952. 

W ar  is  not  the  Christian  answer  to  the  world’s 
problems.  Christ  is.  Christ  at  the  center  of  our 
lives  working  through  us  to  remove  the  causes 
of  war.  The  place  to  start  saving  the  world  is 
not  behind  the  iron  curtain.  It  is  inside  the 
Christian  churches— inside  you  and  me. 

The  trouble  with  so  many  Christians  is  that 
they  do  not  really  believe  in  the  power  of  love, 
the  power  of  God-at  least  not  in  dealing  with 
the  Russians.  They  think  overcoming  evil  with 
good  is  a sweet  sentiment  for  Sunday,  but  the 
only  force  strong  enough  to  affect  the  Russians 
is  military  might. 

There  was  time  when  the  Golden  Rule,  “Love 
Thy  Neighbor,”  was  thought  to  be  just  so  much 
hogwash ’.  Suitable  to  be  embroidered  in  silk 
and  hung  on  the  wall,  all  right  for  ministers, 
old  women,  and  children,  but  utterly  impossible 
in  a practical  world.  Today  business  men  are 
quietly  admitting  it  is  the  principle  on  which 
they  have  founded  industries.  Even  our  doctors 
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and  psychiatrists  are  telling  us  to  love;  not  for 
the  sake  of  our  neighbor,  but  for  the  sake  of 
our  own  bodies  and  minds,  and  what  it  does  to 
them  to  hate  anyone— even  our  enemies. 

Love  is  turning  out  to  be  one  of  the  spiritual 
laws  of  the  universe,  one  which  we  can’t  break 
without  breaking  ourselves.  We  are  accepting 
it  in  our  personal  lives.  But  love  your  enemy— 
when  he  is  a Communist?  Overcome  him  with 
good?  That  sounds  pretty  silly  even  to  most 
Christians. 

Loving  our  neighbors  and  our  enemies  is  not 
a “pretty  impractical  theory.  It  is  a matter  of 
life  or  death.  For  if  we  hate  our  enemy,  destroy 
him  with  atomic  bombs,  we  will  destroy  our- 
selves. Christ  is  very  practical.  His  is  the  only 
force  strong  enough  to  overcome  evil. 

Hitler  with  a handful  upset  the  world.  If  even 
half  of  us  were  honestly  dedicated  to  the  way 
of  Christ— to  those  queer  ideas  of  love  and  peace 
—what  could  we  not  do? 

“And  the  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all 
understanding  shall  keep  vour  hearts  and  minds 
through  Christ  Jesus.”  (Phil.  4:7) 

Peace  through  Christ.  The  question  is  first, 
do  we  really  believe  in  Christ?  And  second,  are 
we  willing  to  put  his  teachings  into  everyday 
practice? 


NO  SEPARATION 

“To  me,”  writes  George  R.  Tomb  (Box  932,  Veterans 
Home,  Napa  County,  California),  “Christ  was  God’s 
way  to  show  to  man  that  He  is  in  man  and  that 
every  man  can  be  Christ-like  and  use  God  and  His  will 
for  good.  There  is  no  separation  of  God  from  man  and 
therefore  Christ  was  God,  as  he  so  said.” 


GREETINGS  FROM  NORWAY 

Each  month  the  Bulletin  is  mailed  to  perhaps  thirty 
persons  living  in  fourteen  different  countries  besides  the 
U.  S.,  Mexico  and  Canada.  All  too  rarely  do  we  hear 
from  any  of  them,  but  this  year,  right  after  Christmas, 
we  received  the  following  letter  from  Erling  Kjekstad, 
Egge,  Lier,  Norway. 

\ou  have  kindly  throughout  the  year  been  sending 
Friends  Bulletin  to  me  here  in  Norway,  for  which  I 
am  very  glad  and  owe  you  and  Friends  warm  thanks. 
It  comes  to  me  with  the  thoughts  and  sense  of  spiritual 
fellowship.  May  I also  express  my  gratitude  for  what 
the  Bulletin  shares  with  me  of  inspiring  ideas  in  articles, 
concerns  and  suggestions  by  the  Friends,-and  the  at- 
mosphere of  the  group,  friendship.  For  all  I send  you 
and  the  Friends  my  loving  thanks  and  appreciation. 

And  now,  for  the  Christmas  season,  I send  my  cor- 
dial greetings  with  hopes  for  all  good  in  the'  coming 
year. 

Yes,  let  every  soul  and  heart  celebrate  the  Christmas 
within,  and  free  themselves  from  the  materialistic  il- 
lusions. May  the  inward  man  rejoice  in  the  spiritual 
Christ  of  divine  and  eternal  Realities,  that  the  fruits  of 
these  upon  the  mind  of  men  will  be  ‘goodwill  towards 
all’  with  blessings  of  peace  for  all  nations,  and  the 
realization  of  universal  brotherhood.  That  physical 
means  and  energies  may  be  used  to  relieve  human 
sufferings  and  ignorance,  instead  of  destroying  Life’s 
creations.  That  the  ageless  messages  of  the  spiritual 
Christ  may  be  living  realities  in  the  soul  and  thoughts 
of  men!” 


FRIENDS  GROUPS  IN  THE  PACIFIC 

“One  of  the  important  matters  our  representatives 
to  the  Oxford  Conference  will  have  to  discuss,”  says 
the  New  Zealand  Friends  Newsletter,  “is  the  relation- 
ships of  the  various  groups  of  Friends  in  the  Pacific  to 
each  other.  The  future  development  of  the  Pacific  Area 
Committtee  raises  many  problems.  How  are  the  widely 
scattered  and  relatively  weak  groups  in  China,  Japan, 
Hawaii,  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  as  well  as  in  India, 
to  be  drawn  together?  How  is  the  Quaker  witness  in 
the  Pacific  to  be  made  vital?  Are  occasional  conferences 
of  Friends  in  the  Pacific  possible  or  desirable?  Should 
Pacific  Coast  Yearly  Meeting  be  considered  part  of  the 
American  Section  of  the  Friends  World  Committee  or 
of  the  Pacific  Area?  Should  we  think  in  terms  of  the 
Pacific  Rim  or,  excluding  the  Pacific  Coast  of  America, 
of  ourselves  as  part  of  an  ‘Asian’  grouping?” 

NEWS  FROM  HILO  FRIENDS 

“The  letter  by  William  Channel  in  the  October  is- 
sue of  the  Friends  Bulletin  will  be  an  introduction  to 
this  letter,”  writes  Gilbert  Bowles  ( 4988  Maunalani 
Circle,  Honolulu,  T.  H.),  clerk  of  Honolulu  Monthly 
Meeting  of  Friends.  He  recently  made  an  extended 
visit  to  the  islands  of  Maui  and  Hawaii,  seeing  Friends 
and  members  of  the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation,  and 
especially  visiting  the  small  group  in  Hilo  of  which 
William  Channel  wrote  previously. 

“I  was  happy  to  be  met  by  Reinhold  and  Charlotte 
Kieslich,  whom  we  had  not  met  since  their  visit  in 
Honolulu,  not  long  after  they  came  to  us  from  the 
Friends  Meeting  in  Nurnberg,  Germany,  nearly  two 
years  ago.  They  had  come  down  from  their  pioneer 
fern-tree  forest  home  to  spend  the  evening  with  me 
at  the  home  of  William,  Roberta  and  ‘Merry’  Channel 
. . . That  evening  I spoke  (in  Japanese)  to  the  older 
members  of  the  Holy  Cross  Church,  of  which  the 
pastor  is  the  Reverend  Masao  Yamada,  who  while 
studying  at  the  Auburn,  New  York,  Seminary,  became 
acquainted  with  a number  of  Friends  in  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  . . .” 

Gilbert  Bowles  visited  the  Waiakea  Settlement,  and 
a number  of  friends  and  associates  in  Hilo,  then  was 
taken  by  Reinbold  Kieslich  to  visit  Alice  M.  (Street) 
Shiras,  “who  has  vivid  memories  of  her  Philadelphia 
Friendly  connections  and  of  her  past  association  with 
College  Park  Association  of  Friends  (Palo  Alto,  Calif- 
ornia) . . .” 

On  Sunday,  after  speaking  in  the  English  service  of 
the  Holy  Cross  Church  (Congregational),  he  visited  the 
Kieslich  home  “some  twenty  miles  in  the  direction  of 
Volcano  House.  Here  we  saw  the  hard  work  which 
they  have  put  into  efforts  to  wrest  a living  from  pioneer 
farming  and  cutting  wild  forest  fern-logs  to  sell  to 
orchid  dealers.” 

At  tea  that  afternoon  at  the  home  of  William  and 
Roberta  Channel,  they  were  joined  by  the  following 
Friends:  Virginia  Westgate,  now  a teacher  in  the  Waia- 
kea School  (on  the  grounds  of  the  Settlement);  Dr. 
Mary  Glover,  temporarily  in  Hilo;  Alice  M.  Shiras;  and 
Helena  Hale,  who,  with  her  husband  William  Hale, 
runs  the  F.  O.  R.  “book  store  with  a purpose”  in  the 
vicinity  of  Kealekekua,  Kona.  At  7 p.m.  they  all  shared 
in  the  weekly  meeting  for  worship  recently  started  by 
Hilo  Friends.  It  w^as  at  this  meeting  that  definite  plans 
were  made  for  further  development  of  the  group  life 
of  Hilo  Friends,  and  they  have  asked  the  Honolulu 
Meeting  for  suggestions  as  to  how  to  form  some  simple 
organization. 

“It  is  recognized,”  Gilbert  Bowles  concludes,  “that 
the  names  and  number  of  Friends  residing  in  Hilo  may 
shift,  as  they  do  in  Honolulu,  but  it  now  seems  there 
is  a likelihood  that  the  remaining  group  wall  be  able 
and  eager  to  carry  on  a simple  group  meeting  for  wor- 
ship and  fellowship.” 
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WHEN  THE  CUP  IS  FILLED 

The  following  paragraphs  are  from  a letter  written 
by  Carmelia  MacNichols  (6020  Palatine  Ave., 
Seattle  3,  Washington)  to  Margaret  Jump,  chairman 
of  the  Bulletin  Commitee.  They  were  inspired  in  part 
by  the  “Yearly  Meeting  Afterthoughts”  in  the  October 
number  of  the  Bulletin. 

I have  been  thinking  of  the  attitude  of  many 
of  the  Friends  who  think  they  must  be  actively 
busy  on  some  concern.  There  seems  to  be  a 
feeling  that  unless  a person  is  deep  in  some  ac- 
tivity he  is  not  doing  his  share.  This,  in  addition 
to  the  attitude  that  we  need  to  save  the  world 
before  it  is  too  late,  produces  an  upset  frame 
of  mind. 

If  we  look  back— and  not  too  far,  either— we 
see  that  there  is  nothing  new  and  that  the  past 
was  as  full  of  alarming  conditions  as  it  is  now. 
The  big  difference  seems  to  be  in  the  speed 
and  method  with  which  the  conditions  are 
brought  to  a focusing  point.  The  atom  bomb  is 
not  any  worse  than  all  the  other  implements 
which  man  in  his  efforts  to  destroy  himself  has 
been  able  to  develop. 

Rufus  Jones,  in  “Rethinking  Our  Quaker 
Principles,”  points  out  that  our  ministry  has 
to  be  implicit  rather  than  explicit  to  be  effective. 
This  can  only  be  accomplished  if  we  are  con- 
stantly alert  to  our  own  needs.  Are  we  build- 
ing into  our  hearts  the  knowledge  that  God  is 
the  Father  of  all  manknid,  and  that  life  is  eter- 
nal? If  we  succeed  in  having  these  two  points 
firmly  established,  so  that  they  are  part  of  our 
consciousness,  then  come  what  may,  we  will  be 
able  to  see  our  way  through  any  difficulty  with 
calmness  and  assurance. 

In  time  of  stress,  the  person  in  command  is 
not  the  one  who  says  we  must  do  something, 
but  the  one  who  knows  he  will  have  an  inner 
guidance  for  whatever  there  is  to  be  done. 

George  Fox’s  admonition  “to  see  ourselves  as 
we  are”  should  be  the  first  item  on  our  list. 
When  we  take  stock  of  ourselves  we  are  able 
to  differentiate  between  what  is  real  and  what 
is  false.  If  we  are  to  help  humanity,  we  must 
build  into  ourselves  those  qualities  we  wish  to 
emphasize.  To  me,  this  seems  like  a full-time 
job. 

The  story  of  the  Good  Samaritan  has  been 
coming  forward  in  my  mind.  Did  he  train  him- 
self to  do  good,  or  was  it  something  in  the  man 
so  that  he  saw  a job  to  be  done,  did  it,  and 
then  went  on  his  way? 

Because  I am  a very  practical  person,  it  would 
seem  to  me  that  especially  parents  of  young 
children  should  be  alert  to  put  first  things  first. 
This  was  brought  home  to  me  several  years  ago 
when  I attended  another  Yearly  Meeting.  A 
young  couple  admitted  they  had  to  move  out 
of  the  community  and  go  to  a new  town  in 
order  to  devote  some  time  to  their  children, 


because  of  the  pressure  of  their  group  to  take 
part  in  too  many  concerns. 

As  parents  we  need  to  be  aware  of  the  public 
schools,  to  the  community  where  our  children’s 
play  needs  are  met,  where  they  grow  physically 
and  socially.  A place  where  they  can  learn  the 
life  of  the  Spirit  must  be  provided  for.  And,  last, 
the  home  has  to  be  a place  where  parents  live, 
not  barely  exist,  and  where  the  children  have 
opportunities  of  coordinating  what  they  learn 
from  the  outside  world.  We,  as  parents,  need  to 
reach  a point  in  our  own  development  where 
we  can  see  our  children  as  individuals  in  our 
care,  to  help  and  guide  what  is  in  them,  and 
not  what  we  think  they  ought  to  be,  or  what 
is  good  for  them.  (I  hope  my  own  children  do 
not  see  this,  for  I had  to  learn  it  from  my 
granddaughter! ) 

Last  summer  I had  the  opportunity  of  going 
to  the  neighborhood  shows  about  twice  a week 
for  several  weeks.  I think  some  other  Friends 
should  do  this.  What  the  movies  are  building 
into  the  subconscious  of  our  youth  would  make 
many  of  them  stay  awake  at  night.  Nothing 
but  drink,  sex  and  murder.  These  movies  are 
patronized  by  the  high  school  group  as  well  as 
the  grade  school  pupils.  Especially  during  the 
summer,  they  go  twice  a week  at  least.  The 
price  is  low  so  most  of  them  can  afford  it.  What 
use  saving  the  world,  when  our  own  are  being 
conditioned  to  such  ideas? 

I hope  I have  made  myself  clear,  that  I 
believe  there  is  a time  and  place  for  everything, 
and  if  we  do  the  job  on  hand,  there  is  enough 
to  do  and  enough  time  to  do  it.  And  what  is 
more  important,  we  must  keep  growing  with 
our  children. 

Not  until  the  cup  is  filled  will  it  spill  over. 


PRISON  VISITING 

Thomas  McCleneghan  ( 1648  E.  2nd  Street,  Tucson, 
Arizona)  sends  in  the  following  report  of  an  interesting 
activity  of  the  Friends  Meeting  in  Tucson: 

“Tucson  Friends  have  since  October  been 
holding  religious  meetings  monthly  with  the 
men  at  the  federal  prison  on  Mount  Lemmon, 
Arizona.  The  prison  authorities  allow  one  car- 
load of  Friends  to  visit  the  camp  each  month 
for  this  purpose,  and  the  car  is  well  filled  each 
time.  Most  of  the  dozen  or  so  conscientious 
objectors  at  the  prison  attend  the  meetings 
regularly,  as  well  as  do  a considerable  number 
of  the  Mexicans  who  comprise  the  bulk  of  the 
prison  population.  Occasionally,  the  Friends 
from  Tucson  are  aide  to  exchange  a few  words 
with  one  or  two  of  the  conscientious  objectors 
after  the  meeting  for  worship,  and  in  this  con- 
nection many  of  us  have  been  happy  to  renew 
our  friendship  with  Jim  George,  a recent  prison 
arrival  whom  we  had  met  previously  at  an  F. 
O.  R.  retreat  here  in  Tucson. 
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“Tucson  Friends  are  especially  grateful  to 
Earle  Warner,  professor  of  physics  at  the  Un- 
iversity of  Arizona,  who  has  done  and  continues 
to  do  much  good  work  among  the  C.O.’s  on 
the  mountain  here.  Dr.  Warner  has  visited  these 
men  for  a period  of  many,  many  months,  and 
since  August  26,  1951,  has  gone  every  two 
weeks.  At  these  visits,  five  to  ten  men  are  usual- 
ly present.  They  have  asked  Dr.  Warner  to 
write  letters  for  them  and  to  help  others  who 
come  from  afar  to  see  them. 

“Earle  Warner  has  given  us  the  following  list 
of  C.O.’s  at  the  camp,  which  he  believes  to  be 
complete  at  the  time  of  writing,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  some  Jehovah’s  Witnesses  who  do  not 
attend  our  meetings,  and  one  or  two  Moslem 
C.O.’s.  Most  of  the  following  men  are  from  the 
Los  Angeles  area,  and  all  are  from  California 
except  Robert  Richter,  who  is  from  Portland, 
Oregon.  They  are  Milo  Barnhart,  Robert  Can- 
non, Alfred  Dana,  James  Farmer,  James  George, 
James  Georgoff,  Howard  Harris,  Jack  Jenewin, 
James  Maloney,  Don  Noble,  Robert  Richter, 
and  Timothy  Slevin.” 

CASA  DE  LOS  AMIGOS 

This  story  of  the  founding  of  Friends  House  in 
Mexico  City  was  written  by  Edwin  Duckles  of  the 
Comite  de  Servico  de  los  Amigos,  Monte  Blanco  No. 
1135,  Lomas  de  Chapultepec,  Mexico  10,  D.  F.  Ed 
and  Jean  Duckies  have  a new  address— Corregidora  19A, 
Tlacopac,  Villa  Obregon,  Mexico  20,  D.  F. 

Friends  will  be  interested,  I am  sure,  in  a 
recent  development  in  Mexico  City  which  dem- 
onstrates once  again  the  power  of  cooperation 
and  of  working  together  for  a common  purpose. 

For  several  years  the  Mexican  Friends  Serv- 
ice Committee  has  seen  the  need  for  a Casa  de 
los  Amigos  (Friends  House)  here  in  this  city 
of  three  million  people  with  its  great  National 
University  and  its  many  colleges  and  technical 
schools.  We  had  envisaged  a modest  house 
which  could  offer  accommodations  for  over- 
night guests  and  serve  as  a headquarters  for  a 
program  of  educational  and  recreational  activi- 
ies  with  both  students  and  other  adults. 

The  idea  remained  an  attractive  dream  until 
a group  of  people,  most  of  them  former  volun- 
teers in  the  Friends  Service  Units  in  Mexico, 
became  interested  in  it  and  began  to  accumulate 
a fund  to  launch  the  project.  More  than  1400 
young  people  have  participated  in  Service  Com- 
mittee projects  in  Mexican  villages  in  the  past 
twelve  years.  The  gifts  were  not  large  because 
most  of  the  contributors  were  students  them- 
selves or  were  just  establishing  their  own  homes 
and  beginning  their  careers.  However,  by  May, 
1951,  more  than  two  hundred  and  fiftv  persons 
had  responded  and  the  fund  was  sufficient  to 
pay  for  a year’s  rent  and  to  buy  some  simple 
furnishings. 

After  a lengthy  search,  in  the  course  of 
which  more  than  forty-five  houses  were  con- 


sidered, one  was  found  which  was  almost  ideal. 
It  was  centrally  located,  had  sufficient  rooms 
for  our  purposes,  and  was  very  atttractively  ar- 
ranged. Moreover,  the  owner,  a man  of  means, 
became  interested  in  the  project  and  made  a 
reduction  in  the  rent  as  his  contribution  to  it. 

The  Casa  de  los  Amigos  was  inaugurated  in 
June  and  its  worth  immediately  began  to  be 
demonstrated.  It  has  dormitory  space  which  can 
accommodate  up  to  fourteen  persons,  an  addi- 
tional room  with  twin  beds,  an  apartment  room 
for  the  hostess,  a large  room  for  group  meetings, 
a library,  and  a well-equipped  kitchen.  The 
house  has  had  overnight  guests  every  day  since 
it  opened  and  has  already  been  used  for  a 
number  of  conferences,  committee  meetings, 
and  social  activities.  Friends  meeting  for  wor- 
ship is  held  there  each  Sunday  morning  at  11. 

The  hostess  of  the  house  is  Florence  Mae 
Smithi  who  was  for  seventeen  years  a teacher 
in  Friends  schools  in  Jamaica.  The  cordial  wel- 
come which  visitors  feel  when  they  arrive  is 
very  largely  due  to  her  warm  and  friendly 
personality.  A small  fee  of  five  pesos  ( sixty 
cents)  is  charged  for  overnights,  and  meals  are 
provided  upon  request  for  a similarly  modest 
amount.  Although  permanent  residents  can  not 
be  accommodated,  guests  may  stay  for  any 
period  up  to  two  weeks. 

The  Mexican  Friends  Service  Committee 
would  appreciate  it  greatly  if  Friends  who  are 
planning  a trip  to  Mexico  would  stop  in  at  the 
Casa  de  los  Amigos.  The  address  is  Campeche 
No.  262,  Colonia  Hipodromo,  Mexico,  D.  F. 
(telephone  11-54-45).  Advance  reservations 
sent  to  Florence  Smith  will  assure  accommoda- 
tions. 


NEW  APPOINTMENT  AT  PACIFIC  OAKS 

Pacific  Oaks  Friends  School,  714  West  California 
Street,  Pasadena  2,  California,  announces  the  appoint- 
ment of  Dr.  Abigail  Eliot  as  director  of  teacher  educa- 
tion. She  will  come  to  Pacific  Oaks  in  August,  1952. 

As  founder  and  for  twenty-five  years  director  of  the 
Nursery  Training  School  of  Boston,  Dr.  Eliot  has  in- 
fluenced a most  important  profession.  She  has  improved 
the  quality  of  preparation  for  teachers  who  constitute 
the  first  community  contact  of  young  children  outside 
their  own  families.  While  at  the  Nursery  Training 
School,  Dr.  Eliot  has  developed  affiliations  with  Boston 
University  and  Tufts  College  to  enable  students  to  gain 
professional  skills  while  they  continue  their  liberal  arts 
education. 

Pacific  Oaks  sought  Dr.  Eliot  as  one  to  further  de- 
velop the  professional  training  integral  to  the  purposes 
of  Pacific  Oaks. 

1.  To  foster  in  the  child  a sense  of  his  own  worth. 

2.  To  aid  parents  to  gain  insights  into  their  children’s 
needs. 

3.  To  provide  the  family  an  association  with  the 
community  in  which  to  learn  together  ways  of 
work  and  recreation. 

4.  To  give  teachers  the  skills  to  realize  these  purposes. 

5.  To  develop  ways  of  working  for  peace  through 
improved  community  relations. 

6.  To  add  through  research  to  the  understanding  of 
the  problems  of  children  living  in  communities 
such  as  ours. 
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Teacher  education  at  Pacific  Oaks  was  originally  an 
informal  in-service  training  program  designed  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  staff.  More  recently  classes  at  Pacific 
Oaks  have  attracted  teachers  from  nursery  schools 
throughout  the  area,  as  well  as  nurses,  administrators, 
and  others  engaged  in  work  related  to  family  and  school 
problems  affecting  children  at  all  age  levels.  During 
the  past  year  classes  at  Pacific  Oaks  under  the  direction 
of  the  University  of  California  at  Los  Angeles  Extension 
Division  have  been  attended  by  approximately  two 
hundred  students. 

Evangeline  Burgess,  as  director  of  the  nursery  school, 
will  continue  to  supervise  practice  teaching  and  conduct 
a class  in  nursery  education.  Dr.  Eliot  has  indicated 
that  she  wishes  to  retain  the  present  teacher  training 
staff.  Dr.  Sidney  Lasell  will  continue  to  direct  studies 
in  the  area  of  child  development.  Frances  McAllister 
will  conduct  studies  in  family  and  community  relation- 
ships. Additional  appointments  to  the  staff  will  be  an- 
nounced by  Dr.  Eliot  and  the  trustees  of  Pacific  Oaks 
in  the  General  Announcement  of  the  school  to  be 
published  soon. 


REPORT  FROM  HOLLAND  AND  GERMANY 

To  her  many  friends,  Ruth  Wendt  sends  greetings 
in  her  fourth  letter  since  she  left  the  West  Coast.  So 
far  we  have  received  only  number  1,  part  of  which  we 
shared  with  Bulletin  readers,  and  numbers  2 and  4. 
Perhaps  the  third  was  lost  in  the  Christmas  mail  and 
will  wander  in  one  day.  As  well  as  possible  we  will  try 
to  catch  up  on  her  full  and  interesting  accounts.  Her 
present  address  is  Schiersteinerstrasse  28/bei  Kuechel, 
Wiesbaden,  Hessen,  U.  S.  Zone,  Germany  16. 

Ruth  Wendt  had  a good  trip  across  on  a “wonderful 
boat,  Dutch,  500  in  the  tourist  class,  almost  new 
promenade  decks;  food  was  almost  too  much  . . .”  She' 
went  to  Amsterdam  by  electric  train,  “there  are  2 class- 
es, but  the  cheaper  one  is  just  as  clean  and  quick  as  the 
other  one!”  The  people  of  Holland,  she  reports,  look 
healthy,  “well  nourished,  very  good  color,  almost  no 
make-up,  but  not  very  elegant.”  She  started  at  once  for 
Quarterly  Meeting  in  Bilthoven,  but  her  instructions 
were  not  good;  “I  ran  around  for  over  one  hour,  asking 
many  people,  but  nobody  had  ever  heard  of  this 
‘Brotherhood  place’  ”,  She  continues,  “Lucky  everybody 
understands  English;  I didn’t  dare  to  ask  in  German 
though  that  is  even  better  understood.  Finally  two 
Dutch  women  took  me  to  the  place  . . . The  meeting 
was  in  full  swing;  Margaret  Jones  was  only  too  glad 
to  see  me,  she  had  thought  I would  never  arrive  . . . 
Out  of  89  members,  over  50  were  present.  I could 
get  the  gist  of  what  they  said.  Then  they  introduced 
Horace  Eaton,  who  had  come  from  Ommen  to  give 
a report.  He  was  very  kind  and  asked  me  to  see  the 
school  before  going  to  Germany  . . . The  clerk  intro- 
duced me  and  I brought  greetings  from  Orange  Grove 
and  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  . . .” 

“I  went  back  (to  Amsterdam)  with  the  other 
girls  from  the  Center  and  heard,  of  course,  more 
about  Friends  in  Holland.  Luckily  the  weather  was 
simply  wonderful  and  it  was  a joy  to  go  sight-seeing. 
The  next  day  I visited  German  Friends  in  Haarlem, 
refugees  from  ’33.  In  the  afternoon  Margaret  Jones 
expected  me  in  The  Haag  and  we  had  a nice  time 
together  . . . There  are  no  distances  here;  in  no  time 
one  has  seen  the  country  and  it  is  beautiful,  flowers 
everywhere,  and  always  so  neat.  In  3 days  I saw  quite 
a lot;  and  being  able  to  read  their  papers  I learned  about 
their  difficulties,  due  to  the  situation  in  Indonesia. 
Colonies  are  gone  and  many  refugees  are  now  in  Hol- 
land without  any  funds.  About  feelings  toward  Ger- 
mans I got  very  different  opinions;  some  are  still  very 
much  against  them,  which  is  understandable,  but  busi- 
ness is  more  important  and  they  need  each  other  . . .” 

“I  got  information  from  Hamburg  that  I had  to 
go  there  first  in  order  to  get  my  pension  . . . But  I 


didn’t  forget  Ommen  School,  founded  in  ’34  to  take 
in  children  from  Germany,  mostly  those  from  mixed 
marriages  because  nobody  else  would  do  anything  for 
them.  Amongst  Friends  the  school  is  well  known,  be- 
cause they  started  it  and  ran  it  until  ’42,  when  the 
Germans  did  not  allow  it  any  longer.  Most  of  the 
Jewish  children  were  saved  and  quite  a few  are  now 
in  the  U.S.  And  in  ’48  the  school  was  reopened;  it  is 
still  a Quaker  school  but  of  course  does  not  have  many 
Quaker  pupils,  only  2 at  present.  There  are  now  about 
110  children,  very  many  from  the  diplomatic  circles 
from  The  Haag  nearby.  The  brightest  boy  was  a 
Negro  from  Washington,  D.C.,  whose  father  is  a 
Fulbright  teacher  in  The  Haag.” 

“In  order  to  catch  the  express  to  Germany,  I had 
to  get  up  at  5 a.m.  the  next  morning  . . . The  same 
afternoon  I reached  Hamburg  ( distances  are  really 
nothing  coming  from  the  U.S.).  Though  it  is  my  home 
town,  it  did  not  give  me  any  pangs  of  joy  or  the  feel- 
ing of  being  home  again.  It  seems  that  I don’t  have 
that  any  more  and  my  relatives  can’t  understand  it.  I 
feel  at  home  in  many  places  and  even  more  in  the 
U.  S.  But  it  doesn’t  matter,  they  are  accustomed  now 
that  I am  different  and  still  the  same  person  . . . 

“My  first  impression  here  was  that  people  are  look- 
ing much  better  dressed  than  last  year.  They  even  have 
kinder  faces  and  are  not  so  tense  any  more.  Every- 
body wears  good  shoes  now,  stockings  and  better 
clothes.  Last  year  they  were  very  shabby  and  mended, 
and  nothing  fitted.  But  all  this  has  changed;  there  is 
more  to  eat,  more  jobs,  but  there  is  nothing  left  for 
savings  any  more.  Prices  are  very  high,  sometimes  more 
than  in  the  U.S.  Especially  coffee  (18  marks— $4.50) 
and  tea  the  same.  Nobody  can  afford  these  prices  and 
they  drink  some  Ersatz.  My  pension  is  in  dollars,  the 
same  as  my  old  age  pension,  but  here  I can  do  much 
more  with  it.  First,  rent  is  in  marks  what  it  woidd 
be  in  dollars  in  the  U.S.  (a  mark  is  about  25  cents— 
Ed. ) and  of  course  that  is  a help.  And  really  cheap  are 
theatre  and  opera;  thev  are  excellent  again  . . . 

“After  3 weeks  I left  Hamburg,  and  since  Novem- 
ber 15th  I have  had  a furnished  room.  The  idea  of 
living  with  a friend  had  to  be  given  up  because  she 
had  to  take  some  one  else;  nobody  here  is  allowed  to 
have  an  empty  room  and  she  couldn’t  wait  for  me.  But 
I found  a very  nice  room  only  5 minutes  from  her  and 
we  do  a lot  of  our  cooking  together  . . .” 


MEETINGS,  BOOKS  AND  NEWCOMERS 

“When  I was  in  England  last  month,”  writes  Dor- 
othy Lash  (Box  2255,  R.  R.  5,  Victoria,  B.  C.)  “I  was 
able  to  attend  the  overflow  meeting  in  the  Oxford 
Meeting  House;  as  you  know  they  prefer  small  meet- 
ings for  worship,  hence  the  overflow  into  a downstairs 
room.  With  great  appreciation  I listened  to  Mary 
Pasque  speak  of  the  Inner  Light,  quoting  from  the  first 
Book  of  John,  and  heard  Lucy  Gillett’s  added  words  and 
story  of  South  Africa,  where  the  glow  worm  has  been 
known  to  light  the  pathway  of  more  than  one  traveler. 

“Henry  Gillett  was  most  anxious  I tell  visiting 
Friends  from  the  West  Coast  who  will  be  attending 
the  Conference  to  make  themselves  known  to  him, 
as  he  is  afraid  he  may  miss  some  of  you  in  the  crowd. 


Thank  you  very  much. 

I now  have  a new  receipt  book. 

If  any  of  the  rest  of  you  would  like  to  see  one 
of  the  new  receipts,  why  all  you  have  to  do  is 
send  in  your  subscription  of 

“at  least  a dollar ” 

and  I will  send  you  one.— Ed. 
Please  make  out  checks  to  the  Friends  Bulletin, 
and  send  to  the  new  address:  2814  N.  E.  27th 
Ave.,  Portland  12,  Oregon. 
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Mary  Webb  Fowler,  who  visited  us  in  Victoria  last 
summer,  was  also  at  meeting  looking  well. 

“The  only  meeting  house  in  North  Wales,  at  Colwyn 
Bay,  had  an  idea  I should  like  to  copy— a children’s 
library  of  attractive  hooks  in  a sort  of  revolving  circular 
magazine  rack  not  too  high  for  small  children  to  see 
readily.  It  would  certainly  encourage  them  to  supple- 
ment their  First-day  school  lessons. 

“I  spent  an  hour  or  two  at  Friends  House,  London, 
which  was  a hive  of  great  activity;  several  meetings 
had  just  finished  and  all  members  were  on  their  way 
downstairs  to  lunch.  In  my  excitement  at  meeting  old 
friends  and  cousins,  I mislaid  my  bag  in  which  my 
tickets  and  money  were;  I need  not  have  worried, 
an  attendant  handed  it  to  me  quite  naturally,  it  was 
on  the  floor. 

“My  Atlantic  crossing  on  the  Queen  Elizabeth  made 
me  feel  anew  how  important  it  is  we  try  to  find  out  the 
whereabouts  of  the  thousands  of  immigrants  who  are 
pouring  into  our  countries.  I realized  again  how  lonely 
they  must  be  for  a long  time  with  only  a few  words  of 
English  at  their  command,  how  readily  tears  come  with 
a kind  word,  and  how  fearful  they  are  of  officials  and 
official  papers.’’ 


HOSPITALITY  IN  ENGLAND 

Margery  W.  Wilson,  The  End  House,  Station  Road, 
Keysham,  Somerset,  England,  writes  as  follows: 

“There  will  be  many  Friends  in  England,  not  nec- 
essarily attending  the  Oxford  Conference  themselves, 
who  will  be  hoping  to  see  something  of  American  vis- 
itors this  next  summer.  We  feel  also  that  American 
Friends  may  enjoy  spending  a few  days  in  the  homes  of 
British  Friends,  and  getting  to  know  them  personally. 
Would  any  delegates  to  the  Oxford  Conference,  or  their 
husbands  or  wives,  who  would  care  to  do  this  get  in 
touch  with  me,  saying  when  they  would  like  a short 
period  of  hospitality,  and  what  part  of  England  they 
would  like  to  visit?  It  would  be  a help  to  have  second 
choices  in  case  it  is  not  possible  to  arrange  a visit  in 
the  place  of  the  first  choice.  Friends  must  remember 
that  not  all  British  Friends  live  in  the  most  beautiful 
parts  of  the  country!  It  would  also  be  helpful  to  know 
the  interests  and  professions,  so  that  as  far  as  possible 
they  may  meet  Friends  of  similar  interests.” 


NEWS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

Birth 

Lewis,  Anthony  Elvin,  6-17-’51,  to  Paul  and  Emily 
Lewis,  Maupin,  Oregon. 

Marriages 

Norma  Autenrieth  and  James  Wallace,  6-5-’51, 
at  Earlham  College,  Richmond,  Indiana.  They  are  at 
Haverford  College,  Haverford,  Pennsylvania,  this  year. 

Mary  Ann  Smith  of  Great  Neck,  Long  Island,  New 
York,  and  W.  S.  Mallory  Lash,  son  of  Alfred  and 
Dorothy  Lash,  Box  2255,  R.  R.  5,  Victoria,  B.  C., 
12-26-51. 

Deaths 

Dewees,  Minnie,  a member  of  Middletown,  Pa., 
Monthly  Meeting,  10-29-51.  Since  coming  to  Arizona 
with  her  husband,  James  Dewees,  she  has  been  active 
in  the  Phoenix  Meeting. 

Morris,  PIomer  L.,  suddenly  on  11-26-51.  He  was 
secretary  of  the  Regional  Offices  of  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee,  and  had  formerly  served 
as  head  of  the  Social-Industrial  Section  of  the  AFSC. 

Vail,  James  G.,  suddenly  on  12-11-51,  at  Delhi, 
India.  He  and  Ruth  Vail  had  recently  gone  to  India  as 
directors  of  the  International  Friends  Center  in  Delhi. 

H* 

Pacific  Oaks  Friends  School  during  the  spring 
term  will  present  a seminar  on  Friends  Education  in 
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America,  according  to  an  announcement  by  Frances 
McAllister,  714  West  Califorina  Street,  Pasadena  2, 
California.  It  will  include  a study  of  purposes  and  pro- 
grams in  1)  First-day  schools;  2)  Friends  schools  and 
colleges;  3)  Service  Committee  educational  projects; 
4)  Friends  role  in  public  education.  Frances  McAllister 
will  be  very  glad  to  provide  further  information  to  any 
who  are  interested.  She  is  acting  director  of  the  teacher 
education  division  of  Pacific  Oaks  Friends  School. 

=i=  * * 

“Thirty-seven  cartons  of  used  clothing,”  reports  Phyl- 
lis Hatch  for  Victoria  Monthly  Meeting,  “have  been 
sent  to  London  since  our  relief  work  recommenced  in 
September.  Twenty  of  these  cartons  were  shipped  on 
the  S.  S.  Calagera,  a Greek  ship  manned  by  a German 
crew,  skippered  by  an  English  captain  and  operated  by 
a London  company.  Several  members  of  the  crew  told 
how  they  had  lost  everything  they  possessed  during 
the  war  and  they  praised  the  good  work  being  done  by 
the  Society  of  Friends. 

“We  are  very  grateful  for  the  gifts  of  two  treadle 
sewing  machines,  which  are  a great  help  in  the  relief 
work.” 

* * * 

At  the  home  of  Herbert  and  Pauline  Jones  ( 1295 
Hedding  Street,  San  Jose,  California)  a group  of  twelve 
members  of  the  College  Park  Friends  Meeting  spent  a 
pleasant  evening,  December  16,  with  William  Oats, 
headmaster  of  the  Hobart  Friends  School,  Tasmania. 
He  emphasized  the  need  for  Friends  activities  which 
will  challenge  young  Friends  and  thereby  strengthen 
the  family.  The  Friends  School  in  Hobart  not  only 
serves  in  this  capacity,  but  also  helps  knit  together  the 
widely  separated  Meetings  of  Australia.  It  was  felt  that 
closer  liason  between  these  Friends  and  those  of  the 
Pacific  Rim,  including  China,  Japan,  Alaska,  Canada, 
the  United  States,  Mexico  and  South  America,  will 
facilitate  the  humanitarian  purposes  of  Friends  every- 
where. 

* * 

Friends  from  Phoenix,  Mesa,  Globe,  and  Coolidge, 
Arizona,  met  with  Tucson  Friends  at  the  Tucson  meet- 
ing house,  November  11,  the  out-of-town  people  driving 
through  rain  and  flood  to  get  there.  After  a meeting 
for  worship,  and  a plentiful  meal,  Friends  met  for  the 
sharing  of  common  concerns.  Charles  McEvers  told 
of  plans  to  move  the  Indian  Office  of  the  Service  Com- 
mittee to  Arizona  and  to  place  two  field  workers  in  the 
area. 

An  exhibit  of  some  115  garments  had  been  arranged 
for  display  by  the  Tucson  sewing  group.  This  clothing 
exhibit  had  first  been  opened  the  preceding  evening, 
when  Fred  Schug  and  Chuck  McEvers  spoke  on  the 
work  of  the  Service  Committee,  and  showed  the  AFSC 
film  on  Germany. 

^ * * 

Elizabeth  Steiner  (512  West  Sixth  Street,  Clare- 
mont, California)  has  been  appointed  clerk  of  the  Clare- 
mont Wider  Quaker  Fellowship.  According  to  Hugh 
J.  Hamilton  (1269c  Harvard,  Claremont),  “We  are 
an  ‘unofficial’  meeting,  with  no  connections  except  one 
of  reciprocated  affection  for  Orange  Grove  Meeting 
in  Pasadena.” 


FLY  IN  THE  OINTMENT 

Life’s  little  ills  annoyed  me 

When  life’s  little  ills  were  few. 
And  the  one  fly  in  the  ointment 
Put  me  in  a dreadful  stew. 

But  adversity  hath  taught  me 

The  infrequent  good  to  prize. 

I rejoice  to  find  some  ointment 
In  my  little  jar  of  flies. 

— Anon 
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NINTH  HOUR 

Time,  a magazine  not  noted  for  its  sentimentality, 
has  devoted  almost  a whole  page  to  what  might  be  an 
obscure  Quaker  pamphlet.  Ninth  Hour,  by  Gilbert  H. 
Kilpaek,  ( Pendle  Hill  Publications,  Wallingford,  Penna., 
35  cents)  faces  unflinchingly  the  problem  of  evil  and 
of  the  Cross,  which  so  many  of  us  would  like  to  ignore. 

Once  in  a while,  from  the  mass  of  material  of 
interest  to  Friends,  worthwhile  or  stimulating  as  it  may 
be,  there  rises  a publication  of  which  one  immediately 
thinks:  “This  is  for  me  now,  and  for  all  time;  this  is 
truly  great;  it  will  be  a Quaker  classic.”  I have  that 
feeling  about  Ninth  Hour. 

Unfortunately,  little  real  idea  of  the  work  can  be 
gained  from  excerpts,  but  I am  going  to  try  to  present 
a trace  of  the  flavor  of  the  pamphlet,  to  whet  the 
appetite  of  any  who  aren’t  afraid  to  be  made  uncom- 
fortable. It  is  no  milk-toasty  dish— it  is  written  for  the 
true  seeker  after  truth,  who  is  not  satisfied  to  be  a 
“half-way  Christian.”  — E.C.R. 

Quakers  speak  often  of  “that  of  God  in 
every  man.”  What  a glorious,  happy  thought! 
And  then  we  sit  for  an  hour  in  a railway  car- 
riage, read  the  newspaper,  walk  the  streets 
and  begin  to  think:  what  stupid,  dishonest  non- 
sense—this  business  of  God  being  in  every  man. 
This  man  who  cheats  me  at  the  market,  these 
silly  people  who  do  nothing  but  chatter  all  day, 
their  heads  rattling  like  empty  gourds,  these 
spineless  politicians,  these  sickly  rich  whose 
faces  appear  in  all  the  tabloids,  this  overfed 
cleric,  these  selfish  parents— how  can  one  go  on 
talking  about  “that  of  God  in  every  man?”  Think 
of  the  men  who  shoved  millions  of  Jews  out  of 
this  world  like  rodents;  think  of  asylums  over- 
flowing; think  of  the  unloving,  hardened  mili- 
tary faces  from  which  issue  commands,  direct- 
ing the  energies  of  nations;  think  of  hate,  envy, 
greed,  lust,  mounting  up  into  an  ever-growing 
mountain  and  called:  our  world.  What  strange, 
irrational,  groundless  hope  is  this  “something  of 
God  in  every  man?” 

Still,  I believe  it  to  be  true.  And  I am  not 
simply  clinging  to  the  sunny  side  of  faith,  I 
am  clinging  to  that  inward  ground  on  which 
God  stands  to  continue  his  work,  that  secret 
habitation  from  which  he  cannot  be  removed. 
I turn  to  David,  the  prodigal  Psalmist;  Jesus 
tempted  of  Satan;  St.  Francis,  the  free-living  son 
of  a selfish  merchant;  St.  Joan  lured  by  eccles- 
tical  devils;  and  in  their  lives  I find  the  awful 
yawning  chasm  of  potential  evil  side  by  side 
with  the  sure  ground  of  God  . . . 

There  is  no  human  sanctity  without  the  in- 
ward suffering  and  the  humility  of  the  ninth 
hour.  It  is  an  overwhelming  thought,  let  us  face 
it:  Peter  does  not  get  his  feet  on  the  high  road 
to  truth  until  he  hears  the  cock  crow.  Not  by 
seeing  the  lame  made  to  walk,  not  by  eating 
the  bread  with  the  five  thousand,  not  by  hear- 
ing the  sermon  on  the  mount  from  the  lips  of 
Jesus  is  Peter  turned  to  saintliness.  Only  when 
he  has  beheld  the  depths  of  evil  within  can  he 
know  the  liberating  force  of  divine  grace.  In 
the  ninth  hour  he  does  not  labor  for  virtue,  it 


is  given  him  when  he  discovers  good  and  evil 
dwelling  side  by  side  and  he  recognizes  the 
one  by  the  other  . . . 


ACROSS  OUR  CLUTTERED  DESK 

Out  of  the  miscellaneous  offerings  of  the  U.S.  mail 
which  cross  the  desk  of  any  editor,  no  matter  how 
insignificant,  come  some  which  spark  a personal  interest 
or  seem  important  to  draw  to  the  attention  of  others. 

One  of  our  exchanges  is  an  experimental  little  sheet 
called  Bias,  published  in  Seattle  by  Erna  P.  Harris, 
editor,  and  Dorothy  Fisk,  managing  editor.  It  states 
quite  frankly  it  is  a news  publication  “with  a bias  for 
peace,  integrity  and  cooperation,”  which  immediately 
arouses  our  prejudices  in  its  favor.  Its  address  is  4033 
University  Way,  Seattle  5,  Washington;  the  subscrip- 
tion price  is  $3.75.  It  has  a slightly  local  flavor  in 
reporting  musical  and  art  events,  but  the  news  articles 
in  the  main  body  are  pithy,  pointed  and  above  all 
hopeful  in  general  attitude.  We  haven’t  asked  Erna 
Harris  if  there  are  sample  copies  available,  but  we 
suspect  she  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  who  are 
interested. 

Another  interesting  sheet  which  we  receive  is  from 
the  Community  of  Correspondence,  Box  223,  Ellettsville, 
Indiana.  It  is  a mimeographed  exchange  of  letters  of 
persons  interested  in  creative  cooperative  living,  es- 
pecially in  rural  communities.  In  a future  issue,  we  hope 
to  bring  you  a resume  of  some  of  the  challenging  ideas 
in  one  of  the  issues.  Meanwhile,  individuals  and 
groups  interested  in  building  cooperative  communities, 
especially  any  who  feel  isolated,  will  enjoy  getting  in 
touch  with  the  little  group  in  Ellettsville.  Back  issues 
of  the  “correspondence”  are  available. 

Last  month  (we  confess  it  with  a blush)  we  saw 
our  first  issue  of  The  Progressive.  It  has  a grave  article 
by  Howard  K.  Smith,  “Our  Bankrupt  Diplomacy,”  an 
expose  of  UMT  propaganda  by  Alonzo  Meyers,  some 
of  Milton  Mayer  ( never  dull,  and  perhaps  more  gentle 
than  usual  in  this  study  of  the  work  of  Wilhelm  Men- 
sching).  Heavy  reading.  The  Progressive,  but  refresh- 
ing in  this  time  of  informal  but  real  censorship  of  press 
and  radio. 

And,  of  course,  all  readers  of  the  Friends  Bulletin 
have  the  Christian  Century  reprint  on  Universal  Military 
Training;  it  contains  all  the  facts  and  arguments  any 
one  will  need  for  letters  to  the  editor  and  congressmen, 
private  discussions,  and  talks  before  the  P.T.A.  Five 
cents,  at  the  nearest  A.F.S.C.  office.— E.C.B. 


IN  ANSWER  TO  THE  INTERPRETER 

An  article  entitled  “Pacifist  Economists  Approve 
Violence”  in  the  Interpreter  ( Lane’s  End  Homestead, 
Brookville,  Ohio)  for  November  1,  1951,  has  been  called 
to  our  attention  by  Charles  W.  Davis,  ( 809  S.  Orange 
Ave.,  Covina,  Calif. ) a member  of  Orange  Grove  Meet- 
ing. The  editor  of  the  Interpreter  cites  a statement  by 
three  economists  of  the  historic  peace  churches.  In  part 
the  statement  gives  their  belief  that  the  hostility  between 
Russia  and  the  U.  S.  does  not  result  from  serious  con- 
flict of  economic  interests;  that  there  is  no  absolute 
necessity  in  capitalism  for  wars  and  depressions;  that 
adequate  social  policies  for  control  of  depressions  are 
possible.  It  suggests  specific  governmental  controls  in 
time  of  plenty  or  depression.  This,  the  editor  of  the 
Interpreter  believes,  does  not  go  to  the  fundamentals  of 
a truly  free  economy  (i.  e.  Henry  George’s  ideas),  and 
it  sanctions  coercive  action  in  human  affairs  exact!) 
contrary  to  the  fundamental  pacifist  doctrine. 

Discussing  the  article,  Charles  Davis  says:  “The 
article  indicates  there  might  be  something  lacking  in 
the  historic  peace  churches'  thinking.  I do  not  remem- 
ber any  such  statement  being  released  by  Friends,  but 
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at  least  we  should  search  our  hearts  to  find  if  there  is 
confusion  in  these  things  of  the  world. 

“Personally,  I feel  that  the  most  basic  job  we  have 
to  do  is  to  unite  ourselves  more  firmly  with  God’s  love 
in  order  that  our  activities  of  living,  particularly  in  the 
possessional  field  and  in  the  market  place  are  directed 
in  harmony  with  that  love,  whereas  I am  certain  most 
of  such  worldly  activities  are  primarily  the  result  of 
egotism  and  selfishness.  We  should  recognize  the  need 
to  strive  and  grow  in  this  respect.” 


SOMETHING  BESIDES  SLAUGHTERING  FISH 

From  Read  Island,  B.  C.,  Canada,  Albert  H.  Tay- 
lor, who  calls  himself  “the  technical  tinker,”  writes 
of  his  interest  in  the  emigrants  to  Costa  Rica.  “I  was 
not  aware  that  there  was  any  nation  which  did  not 
practice  the  infamous  tyranny  of  conscription,  or  I 
would  have  been  there.  I am  an  anti-militarist,  though 
not  a pacifist  in  the  Christian  sense  like  the  Friends.” 

Instead  of  Costa  Rica,  he  has  settled  on  Read  Island 
and  is  interested  in  increasing  a community  of  “neigh- 
bors who  are  interested  in  something  besides  slaughter- 
ing trees  or  fish  for  money.  There  is  property  for  sale 
here  at  prices  that  are  low  compared  to  those  in  the 
U.S.A.  the  last  I knew,  and  one  can  live  with  very 
little  money  ( hence  no  income  tax  to  the  wars ) by 
having  a garden  and  some  goats,  hunting,  fishing,  and 
using  wild  plants.  Everyone  has  fruit  . . . Several 


families  cooperating  certainly  could  clear  enough  land  to 
grow  grain  for  their  own  use.  It’s  a grand  place  for 
children.” 

Of  his  own  philosophy,  Albert  Taylor  says.  “I  was 
a radio  engineer  and  physicist  before  I woke  up  and 
rejected  industrialism  as  a way  of  life  ...  By  in- 
dustrialism I mean  what  Ralph  Borsodi  in  “This  Ugly 
Civilization”  called  the  factory  system  ...  It  is  the 
way  of  earn-and-buy,  of  time  clock  and  commuting 
train  ...  It  is  the  way  of  the  city  apartment  or 
suburban  residence  with  all  the  “conveniences”,  but 
gardenless,  cowless,  goatless,  chickenless,  dependent  on 
the  grocery  store.  It  is  the  way  of  the  frantic  periodic 
escape  for  weekend  or  annual  leave,  of  the  bumper-to- 
bumper  return  from  the  beach  on  summer  evenings  . . . 

“I  had  best  be  frank  and  warn  you  that  while  we 
have  much  in  common,  I am  not  strictly  one  of  you. 
I admire  Friends  and  consider  them  the  most  consistent 
Christians,  most  nearly  following  the  actual  teachings 
of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  himself  as  exemplified  in  his  life. 
However,  it  is  my  thesis  that  Christiantiy  alone  is  not 
enough.  The  most  valuable  contribution  of  Jesus  I con- 
sider to  be  the  ethical  rules  for  living  with  other 
individuals:  these  show  keen  appreciation  of  practical 
psychology  and  they  work  . . . 

“The  great  lack  which  Christianity  shares  with  other 
major  religions  is  on  two  matters  which  I consider  all- 
important  by  simple  mathematics  and  which  are  like- 
wise being  mostly  ignored  by  such  secular  bodies  as 
the  U.  N.  I refer  ( 1 ) to  the  necessity  for  peaceful  and 
voluntary  limitation  of  population  by  birth  control  or 
continence;  and  ( 2 ) to  the  necessity  for  conservation  of 
the  natural  resources  of  the  world,  instead  of  the 
frantic  squandering,  not  only  in  war  but  in  all  efforts 
to  open  up  all  untapped  resources  to  feed  the  indus- 
trial machine  and  to  fill  hordes  of  hungry  bellies  so 
that  they  can  beget  even  greater  hordes  . . . Most 
religions  were  founded  in  an  age  when  ‘increase  and 
multiply’  was  the  right  advice  and  polygamy  was 
necessary  to  keep  up  the  race  at  all  under  the  on- 
slaughts of  violent  death  and  infant  mortality.  I be- 
lieve Jesus  was  wise  enough  so  that  if  he  were  preach- 
ing on  earth  today  he  would  not  say  ‘increase  and 
multiply.’  As  to  (2),  it  is  unfortunate  that  Jesus  lived 
in  a desert.  If  he  had  seen  800-vear-old  Douglas  firs 
crashing  to  the  earth  before  the  roaring  chainsaws, 
dragged  into  the  sea  with  cables,  leaving  swathes  of 
sickening  desolation  . . . well,  he  would  have  had 
something  to  say  about  respecting  his  Father’s  handi- 
work. Compare  the  religion  of  the  New  Zealand  Maori! 
They  felled  trees  for  use,  yes,  but  never  more  than 
they  needed,  and  never  without  saying  a prayer.  Com- 
pare the  North  American  Indians,  who  killed  animals 
for  food  and  clothing  and  said  a prayer  to  their  spirits 
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